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ENGLISH SAT TUTORIAL I 


REQUIREMENTS 


To operate the enclosed program, you will need 
an Apple computer with 3.3 DOS, 48K and a disk 
drive. Place the disk into drive #1 and turn on 
the computer. Choose the test number you desire 
and follow the screen prompts. Some of the SAT 
disks have tests on both sides. If a label 
appearS on the reverse side of the disk, there 
will be files on that side. There are two modes: 
I (Instruction) and T (Test). Instruction 
provides a tutorial, learning experience with 
comments explaining both correct and incorrect 
answers. Test is equivalent to a regular exam 
with no help given towards the scored results. 


PURPOSE 


This program is a study aid designed for those 
who plan to _ take the Scholastic Aptitude Test, 
of the College Entrance Examination Board, 
required by many colleges for entrance. College 
admission boards believe that one's performance 
on this three-hour test is related to the 
student's potential. The verbal portion of the 
SAT, about half of the SAT exam (and the portion 
which this package covers), is intended to 
measure one's vocabulary, reasoning and 
interpretive ability. The student must use the 
information provided to relate ideas and draw 
conclusions. A mathematical section, which is 
not a part of this program, tests the student's 


mathematical achievement and his (or her) 
understanding of the concepts. 


The enclosed SAT tutorial program is more 
effective than the traditional, book study 
me thod. A learning experience results from 


every correct or incorrect answer chosen by the 
user. A student is advised why a lucky guess is 
right and why the other choices are wrong. The 


user will learn meanings of words, gain 
understanding of why a different, answer choice 
is preferred (thereby increasing reasoning 


ability) and, most importantly, develop greater 
insight into how to choose a correct answer. 


Eileen Shapiro, author of the information used 
in this package, is a highly skilled 
professional who has not only helped students 
prepare for this exam, but also conducts classes 
for other instructors in more efficient tutoring 
methods for students who take it. Her diligence 
in researching for new and better ways of 
tutoring has resulted in this very effective and 
specialized study program for the verbal portion 
of the SAT exam. 


THE PSAT EXAM — 


There is a two-hour PSAT test designed for high 
school Juniors to introduce them to the types of 
questions on the SAT. It is usually given in 
October. This test is important to those aiming 
for a scholarship. Receiving a high score may 
qualify the student for consideration by the 
National Merit Scholarship Corporation. The 
PSAT test results also inform the student how he 


or she ranks in comparison to others who have 
taken the exam. The students will learn their 
standing as well as what is expected. Remember, 
everyone taking the PSAT will be working hard 
thereafter in preparing for the SAT test. Don't 
assume the score will remain the same. Take time 
for extra practice. 7 


- REGISTERING FOR THE SAT EXAM 


Your local high school or a nearby college 
should’ know the dates, time, and place where 
testing will be scheduled. The SAT, and various 
other college aptitude tests, are given several 
times — during the school year. You must register 
ahead of time, paying the appropriate fee for 
the exams you wish to take. If you cannot get a 
registration form locally, or do not know where 
the test is being given, write to College 
Entrance Examination Board, Box 592, Princeton, 
NJ, 08540 or to Box 1025, Berkeley, CA, 94701. 


USING THE PROGRAM 


Set up a schedule for yourself allowing 
sufficient time to master each section of the 
test. The four sections of the verbal SAT exam 
are included within this program -- Antonyms, 
Analogies, Sentence Completion, and Reading 
Comprehension. First take each section in the 
Test mode to see how much you know. Then switch 


to the Instruction mode and work on _ each 
section, purposely selecting wrong answers, 
until you understand all meanings’ before 
beginning another section. Repeat the 


Instruction mode until you understand why each 


answer is correct. You must know the meanings of 
all wrong answers, aS well as the correct ones, _ 
to get the full benefit of this’ tutorial 

program. After you have completed all sections, 
go back and check your retention rate by 
retesting yourself. 2 


L. Keep a dictionary and a thesaurus next to 
you. Refer to them as often as necessary. 


2. Read all of the explanations for every answer | 
even though your answer was correct. In the 
Antonym section, it may help you to think of the 
meaning for the word shown before looking at the 
answer choices. Often the answers include both — 
Synonyms and antonyms. Analogies are designed to 
test your ability to discern the similarities in 
relationships between word sets. 


In Analogies and Antonyms you will learn many 
meanings for a word or words given in the 
question. Learn as many meanings as you can. Use 
them in sentences in conversation as often as 
possible. In this way you will be able to 
recognize them and remember their meanings when 
you see them written alone and out of context. 


For example, "obsequious" means fawning, _ 


excesSively attentive, using servile flattery. 
In a sentence you could say, "He was obsequious 
in his manner toward his professor," meaning he 
waS giving undue compliments, doing favors and 
generally not showing the expected or realistic 
reactions to the teacher's actions or words. 


3. When working on Sentence Completions, read 
all of the answers even after you’ know the 


correct answer. You will then learn why certain 
-words that seem correct are not. The answer 
choices are designed to present various shades 
of meanings and connotations of words. 


_ 4. %In the Reading Comprehension paragraphs, it 


is important for you to gain a clear 
understanding of the author's written statements 


_ Plus implied meanings in the material. This 


_ ability to fully understand the point of the 
passages will be a big help to you in preparing 
for the exam. Read the passage quickly the first 
time. Get an overall idea of what the author is 
Saying. Try answering the questions and, if you 
Still are having difficulty, re-read the passage 
for details. 


5. While speed is important on the SAT exam, it 
is not a consideration here. This program is 
meant to help you understand why one answer is 
better than another. By developing this skill, 
you will develop the technique of finding the 
best answers quickly. 


6. The verbal portion of the actual SAT exam 
includes at least 25 Antonyms, 20 Analogies, 15 
Sentence Completions, and 25 Reading 
Comprehension questions. Since the purpose of 
this tutorial is to develop the technique of 
choosing the correct answer, the concern is not 
for simulating a _ test situation. Timing is not 
an issue, nor is scoring. Obviously you will get 
a higher score as _ your familiarity with the 
questions in this program increases. 


1; While a score is given in this tutorial in 


terms of the percentage answered correctly on 
each section of the disk, it is not the same 
type of scoring that you will receive with the 
SAT exam. Incorrect answers on the SAT exam will 
result in a lower score since a penalty is 
deducted for all wrong answers. Do not guess 
unless you are fairly certain that the choice is 
correct. It is better to leave an answer blank 
since unanswered questions do not lower your 
score. 3 


We encourage you to answer questions 
incorrectly, and to guess with the ones you 
don't know, so that you learn from your wrong 
answers. Since our purpose is to provide a 
tutorial program, the score is not intended to 
indicate your potential grade on the actual SAT 
exam. The score will indicate a measure of what 
you have retained in the learning process, but 
it will not reflect the insights you have gained 
in selecting the correct answer. Those insights 
will become apparent when you actually take the 
SAT. | 


BLOWN DISKS 


If your disk does not operate within 30 days of 
purchase, return it in a cardboard, or other 
type of protective enclosure, along with a copy 
of your sales receipt for free replacement. — 
After 30 days, send your protected disk along © 
with a $5 replacement fee. | 


COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS 
The U.S. Constitution Tutor is another Micro Lab 
Learning Center program presently available 
offering aid for students. If you have any 
comments about the SAT tutorial or would like to 


know about our other new releases, please fill 
in this form and return it to Micro Lab. 
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